

















NEWS FROM THE CENTER

The Center’s First Open
House was a Resounding
Success

The Howard County Economic
Development Authority’s Center
for Business and Technology
Development (“The Center”)
hosted its first-ever open house
on March 20, 2007.

In addition to celebrating The Center’s
unprecedented third award for innova-
tion by the National Business Incubation
Association, the event afforded oppor-
tunities for area businesses, partners

and other interested parties to tour the
premises, meet with companies currently
in residence and recent graduates, and
learn more about the numerous programs
available to assist small and/or new busi-
nesses in Howard County. More than
200 attendees visited The Center for the
3-hour event, which included company
exhibits, videos and remarks by Howard
County Executive Ken Ulman and
Howard County Economic Development
Authority CEO Richard Story.

“The Center plays a critical role in the
establishment and growth of new busi-
nesses in the area. The open house helped

to showcase this tremendous resource and
acknowledge its many contributions,”
said Howard County Executive Ken
Ulman.

Founded in May, 2000, The Center is
dedicated to the discovery, stimulation,
nurturing, growth and success of entre-
preneurship in Howard County. It has
gained a reputation for creating innova-
tive programs to foster entrepreneurship
in the greater Washington/Baltimore
region. Among its many service offerings,
The Center provides assistance to over
1,000 entrepreneurs annually through its
Business Resource Center and partners
including SCORE, SBDC, and JREF;
facilities for 21 high-tech start-up com-

Awards Program

Howard County

recognized three

outstanding business

leaders and awarded

two entrepreneurial

scholarships at its 13th

Annual Committee for Business and
Economic Diversity Awards Program and

Breakfast Gala held at Ten Oaks Ballroom

on April 24, 2007. Receiving recognition
were:

¢ Business Achievement - HR Anew

* Business Diversity Achievement -

LingualLISTek

NEOTECH INCUBATOR WINS 2006 NBIA AWARD

Third-time recipient sets a record

On April 26, 2007, County Executive Ken Ulman received the National Business

Incubation Association’s (NBIA) Incubator Innovation “Federal Small Business Initiative

award on behalf of The Center for Business and Technology Development's NeoTech

Incubator.

The Federal Small Business Initiative program helps entrepreneurs with limited staff
navigate the structured process of obtaining federal contracts. This award recognizes

incubators that have developed and implemented innovative activities that help better

serve their clients or more effectively accomplish their missions.

NBIA's membership exceeds 800 incubators nationwide. Although no other incubator
program in the country has won this award more than once, this was Howard County’s  pictured are Bill Vining, Chair, Center Advisory Board (left)

third time in just five years for such an honor. The three-time award winning Incubator

previously won recognition by receiving the 2002 award for its Angels and Eggs pro-
gram and the 2004 award for its Sustainable Business Excellence program.

Bringing together over 200 attendees-resident and affiliate
companies, partners, and graduates of The Center, plus
honored guests—The Center’s first Open House celebration
was a resounding success!

panies currently in its NeoTech Incubator;
and much more. A “one stop shop” for
entrepreneurial services, The Center is one
of the few facilities in the nation that com-
bines a business incubator and business

resource center under one I‘OOf. g

13th Annual CBED Awards Program
and Breakfast Gala award winners,
Afton K. Vechery, Carrie Gartner, Rosa
M. Scharf (Howard Bank), Elizabeth
Rendén (Lingual ISTek), and Deborah
Stallings (HR Anew).

¢ Individual Achievement - Rosa M.
Scharf, Howard Bank

* Howard County General Hospital
Rising Business Star Scholarship - Afton
Vechery, Glenelg High School

* Earl H. Saunders Entrepreneurial
Scholarship - Carrie Gartner, Centennial

High School L]

County Executive Ken Ulman (center) celebrates receiving
the NBIA Incubator Innovation “Federal Small Business
Initiative” award on behalf of The Center for Business
and Technology Development’s NeoTech Incubator. Also

and Jim Sanders, NBIA Board member (right).




Stay informed ...
Visit www.hceda.org
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Save these dates ... take advantage of these great opportunities!

Smart Start to Business Success Seminar HCEDA’s 14th Annual Meeting &

Report to Investors

Offered: Wednesday, August 15 and Wednesday,
September 12 - 8:30 AM - 12:00 noon

Thursday, September 20 - 5:30 - 8:30 PM

Designed for first-time entrepreneurs exploring

the possibilities of business start-up and seeking
basic information on legal, accounting, funding and
business insurance issues. Professionals in these
fields will provide valuable information and answer
questions. For more information and to register, call
410-313-6550 or visit www.thecenter.biz.

Join the Howard County Economic Development Authority
as it celebrates 14 years of economic development suc-
cess in Howard County. David W. Edgerley, Secretary

of the Maryland Department of Business and Economic
Development, will be the keynote speaker. For more
information and to register, call 410-313-6500 or visit
www.hceda.org.

Location: The Center for Business and
Technology Development

9250 Bendix Road

Columbia, MD 21045

$39

Location: Ten Oaks Ballroom
500 Signal Bell Lane
Clarksville, MD 21029

Cost: $570/table of ten or $60/person
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